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<  . >.uv..X  4  November  1971 

•  '  i  C  ;/»!•(. tioi:  .  •  •>  r.:.  Learned,  31 8 1  Engineer  Battalion  (C)  (A) 

PiTic  i  :.n  ing  i  i  •  :  j  .•  ,  !bo  C3FCR  —  65  (-0) 

•  -kJiidJLL_X_Xi2L  :  X  -X.-LitOL;  IT'-Vlgrifi,  Evaluations. 

a.  r  .v  rnel  :  'ont- 

I  ■ .  L'j  1 1  i  •  i  .oc : 

\1  )  unity  of  PI  an  3 

(a)  a  ..  Lx  ■ auri  nr.  the  60ths  Land  Clearing  operation  ir.  Hau 
•  v  tv  writ;/  force::  consisted  of  RF/PF  forces.  The  following  days  cut  plans 
vour:  »  i  i  Aw  ■  v  d  with  the  aecuri t  co..-.,ander®  at  an  operations  meeting  the 
t.-ven:  rig  .  -  :  .  :  v  .text  d  vs  op..’ rat  ions.  The  unit  came  under  small  arms  fire  and 

IP 1  fir  v  -ntor  '  •  h-  out  rea,  or.  several  occasions, 

'•.V'n.L'Jn!".of :  ?:.<  •-•>'«•» -iy  appeared  to  know  when  and  where  to  o  ke 

•o- 'act  t in.  CL  f..\  run  ies,  indicating  a  security  leak. 

(o'  -t-C*.  .  -oorii nation  for  the  next  do/s  cut  o iteration 

s'. on]  I  U;  o.  .  .  *  * ■ .  i  ii  the  morning  of  the  cut  when  RF/PF  forces  are 

utili  .-'d. 

v  )  ioil.iJ'D  aCTlO'.i  Reuuested  RF/rF  units  be  replaced  with  ameriern 

rat'd.  w  s“uwr.  :.y. 


c.  0,--i  .  Li>...a: 

(l)  Security  Forces  f  r  Land  Clearing 

(a)  OiaaLRV..TlC i  i'hr  RF/PF  Infantry  orces  which  secured  the  60th  LC 

Company  .inn::,'  the  Trnng  :i . .  g&ia  province  cut,  proved  to  be  undesirable,. 

Th.  foot  sfurity  could  r.ot  novo  f  st  as  the  plows  cr  revet  quickly  enough  to 
tun  the  er.vir.y  under  in  lehiav-  l’ir-  ,  thus  leaving  the  plows  unsecured, 

(b)  LVlajUAriOi.':  The  Infantry  security  could  not  protect  the  plows. 
The  plows  proceeded  at  a  rate  fasten  than  the  security.  In  addition  they  were 
constantly  exposed  to  falling  trees,  Looby  traps  and  nines, 

(c)  HELuHKL.  .JAi a  Forces  used  to  secure  Land  Clearing  operations 
should  be  .  r  ch.mized. 


(d)  COMMA..!/  ACTIC.'j  Placed  organic  aPC's  and  gun  bearing  L548  in 
cut  to  pull  security.  Requested  that  infantry  be  replaced  by  armored  cav  unit. 

(2)  heavy  Equipment  Towing: 


(a)  ObSaRV-filON:  There  is  often  a  requirement  for  recovering  either 
an  R30  wheeled  tradtor  or  a  10  Ton  tr.-ctor  truck  and  there  is  seldom  an  ‘.>80  or  10 
ton  wrecker  available.  To  compensate  for  this  units  often  use  another  10  ton  or 
an  810  bolt,  il  n-nd  tow  tho  inoperable  vohichlo  using  chains. 


(b)  EVaIAXTIOI'I:  Often  when  the  prime-mover  is  connected  in  a  rear 
to  front  combination  with  a  disabled  830  or  10  Ton,  there  is  lack  of  lateral 
stability  causing  the  towed  vehicle  to  enter  the  lane  used  by  opposing  traffic. 
Thin  was  found  to  be  true  even  at  speeds  of  7  to  10V 
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^CFK  ov.-riJniiJo  !0  nnr  a 
parr;:.'!  >■  ■„  ,  !.  L 00  r,oes  not 
"  •  re;  r<  ifJu,  tl,?n 

<  V"ni-  r  1  71 

■  .  ■  :  s  iean'*d,  list.  .■■•tr-i  n“<;r  ...  tt alien  (C)  (a) 
,  ZX’R  -  '  v  (  '3) 


—  tin  .  :  fter  -.rare:.  i  th  t  ti  fcobt-dl  730  be  used  for 

-■  :  ■ :  :i  .  .  1  i.i '<  to  : ! .  hi  le  cf  the  . i  subled  «3U  or  to 

:  '.’"I-  1-;  roc..  '7  ••  t'.  vir.r  "'30'f  bla  !e  c- ..  >>:■  r-.isod  if  the 

..  lifted  off  ti*<-  ground.  Lifting  shackles 
:  rv  i>.  <•  :v ration.  Th  -  30  can  then  easily  tow  at 


•:  rv  i:. 

U)  nu  .!  !  •  ••■  r. 


s'--- !  i  3  1  s  jnd  of  fleers  were  made  aware  of  this 


■  It  :  -i.-  Land  Ljoaris.-'  Goi-. panics  uncover  aany  dud 

s..  .  i’!e:  .-  v-  I---- 1  -•  s  in  fins  •••  o  >or.  tions. 

(:.;  ..vuviliv.'lv.’.:  Th-:.;-!  explosives  -..suit  be  destroyed  where  tiiev  are 
<wi  s  ••  ...  r  •’  ..  ..  it.  eonsta:  t  t,.x. • 

[•:)  .t-CWi  --'w.-i it  :  Tn  .t  ?  t-r  :*-nd  demo-specialist  be  ran  or:; ’.ni c 
i  -n  l  •  i  -In  y. 


and  M 


i  ;o  icno— .  i>>  -i  lists  have  been  place-’  with  each 
TV's*.;  demoii T Lon  specialists  were  taker:  fx'ora 


i...  ..'vol  in  Lari'*  Clearin':  o  net  rations 


,(!-•  l: 


pl-sws  ' :  c. 

uirLicul.-.rl  / 
and  to  ::  ti 


-*-*'*•  -Ai.o;.:  a  coir<i...nd  an.!  cor.urol  helicopter  (cut  LOJl)  for 
or.,  n  /.)■  is  a  It  ;n'e]  v  essential  :o  *-he  clearing  operation. 


(■)  •  A-  --A  i-  i  ..  -- -  :cr  i.  -,-r  new  '*.:  •  cut  LOH  to  guide  the 

*.i.  ;  i  i  'r*iCr,  \c  c.trol  the  opor-.tion  throughout  the  day, 
or  ■  ■.'<  :  a.n.i  .  :u  i  v  t»  train,  to  oconnoiter  the  futur©  .cut  n'raij 
v  tt  lv  th°  .1*0  T'.-J  .  le  in  'h<-  cut. 


(c)  .wJ.  -  . ... Jal It’.i :  rp.it  a  rut  LCli  Lie  provided  on  a  daily  basis, 

with  ■  -L'.l  -.  cr  of  4  hcu..  Plain  : :  .e,  to  the  Lund  Clearing  Company  Commander. 

(  '•)  Ct.1rta:-J  -•  1. 1'.1.;:  all  possible  emohc.sis  is  placed  on  obtaining 

a  daily  cat  u-.i  in  the  initi  ’1  stages  of  planning  in  any  cut  operation. 

d.  Or'-a.J  .ation:  "one 

c,  Training:  None 

d.  Lo  is  tics:  Hone 


(l)  nquipnent 

(a)  OLxjav.iTICii:  The  3/4  ton  dump  truck,  K708,  can  be  used 
effectively  on  low  class  roi.ds,  where  5  tons  j*s  too  heavy  to  be  utiliasd. 
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4  November  1971 

r  ’  --  burned,  31st  Engineer  Battalioi.  (C)  (A) 

U  dJittli  —  65  (R3) 

(1.)  -  •:  I’:. ore  ire  cert. in  characteristics  of  the  3/4  ton 

f  ■  •  :<  T he  axles  will  snap  consistently  if  4  wheel  drive 

:  as  .  .f-’  .!  • .  :  ry  and  retr'ct  the  vehicle  from  a  stuck  position, 

v-  r  '■.roles:,  ..ni  r^le.  ses  the  clutch  too  quickly,  Also 
a  on  ••  1 .  •  ,  the  holts  collecting  the  leaves  of  the  springs  under 

,  I'.-rJeivle .signed  bolt. 

(.<:)  Rl  •«.  !*1M. .  .a.''  i  That  mo  !i.fi  cations  be  n  de  on  the  3/4  ton  dump 
hi  I  t  ,i  i  axle, 

a)  C  itl'iA  ...  A  .  i v.  :  ^rivers  w^re  schooled  not  to  attempt  to  drive  th< 

■  > v..  f  *■  ■  :nw  r  r 1  o  and  4  wheel  drive,  but  to  be  pulled 

■  n  . 


■}}  ■■  v  ..  :  •. 

••  -  •  r  :cr  perimeter  bunkers 

y  i 

.  .  ■■  •  r  fo-  '•  i.o : . 

•  •-  i  •  t  •  •»** 

an  '  .si 

:  T: .pi ■  by  iiscontinuinr  requirements  for  heavy 
■  Li.r.t  iirect  hits  (Protection  it  rarely  affords) 

;  protection  fro r.  elements  only,  the  need  for 

eli  in  te  ] , 

ieotm 
bi. ’ 

U  •  ■  .Ah'-A.,i 

if  S  .  i  .  .  .  1. 

J  '  *  ;  ,  ,  '  ;  ■! 

bn  . 

•vie  •  mta  orotection  for  other  than  direct  hits 
ip  j'  ;  its  from  present  weapons  would  result  in 
vi  i  or  without  overhead  protection,  in  this  type 

wi  i.l. 

1  u.  vy  1  ••r«.v  . 

i'hat  the  oorimeter  bunkers  be  constructed 

i.j  .. 

such  i' 
for  ho 

f  wbJ'LlA.  L>  ii-> . 

r  .-.ip  i  by  ’ir-.-  :  •  '  ve  o  f  b 
.  H  -  1  *  *J...:tl'UC  ;  on. 

*  v  P-.is  unit  issued  prefab  perimeter  bunkers  of 
■  jA.u  when  2  x  materials  were  not  available  to  allow 

U  JAMES  if  AWER30W  1 
Lie,  els 
COMMANDING 
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r.erci  i  on, a  1  as  ort,  Leaeone  learned, 
(.(- /  U>)  •  eriod  tiding  31  utt  71.  «'4» 

r.ginoer  uro  n,  Art  '-*6471 


31st  engineer  battalion 
CSfoR-65  (It  3) 

2  h  Nov  m: 


Co  .  andir.g  uenaral ,  .A  jNu‘:(  o.v*jV,  AT  (it  AVCC-HO.  AKJ  964/1 
do  i..tiD  It  g  Gancr nl ,  J.  /. -.7,  A  Nt  AdHi  D-DO^  APO  ,*6375 
b.oai.juidcr -In— Chief ,  H.  API  Ac,  A'i  N»  GPUP-DT,  APO  6pt48 


leei  a  '.r.t  C.nief  of  ~taff  for  lore*  Devclopnent,  Department  of  '  e 
nt.. ling  ton,  •  /.  -;031H 


1„  .  !.o.  aig'ii  1  i  r  a/.t  activities  r,d  leaaor.t  learned  hav'>  been  reviewed  and 
nr  n  mine.  a  e  clescrl ptl on  of  tim  unit'*  operations  during  the  period. 

/.  1  ef- rente  leueon  Earned,  "Geeurity  Forcee  for  Lend  Clearing*,  Lection 

para  C  v  i } .  Concur,  fro]  lowing  the  Trang  Bang,  H*u  Nghla  Province  cut. 
vi.cre  tre  •  infantry  neourliy  was  replaced  by  a  troop  from  tie  2/11  AC.., 
t<  1  t,  policy  h«s  been  iaplei'ented  ir.  PR  III,  and  the  land  cla>.ring  etrjnanles 
),n-  e  oeer.  arc  ir**d  by  'it  or  AH VI  araorac  cavalry  'in Its.  This  h/  s  nroven  to 
oe  h  rwjjt  el  active  method  for  necurln,  land  tie  .ring  uiits.  No  action 
by  l  mC  r  A  if  r  eooranenden . 

'  1  a '.I .  rl.  > 


ASbT  Adjutant 


FOR  OFFICIAL  OSE  ONLY 


P  at  t  a  1  1  on  <ri<*>.  Period  ending  31  October  1971, 

hcs  cs you -ft  5  (  p  3 ) 

S  ;*  r  j;i  y  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  •'*’  v'‘ 

(  PAFP-  r  A  )  wAili  .»C  20  310 

h.aaquartcr.  ancur.  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

T  11 V  i 'OHM  AN  i  >  l:  h  In  cii  :  (•:  F  : 
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